FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE

Public Consultation/Former Black Isle Wildlife Park

Question 1.  5  Five, if the display boards do get sent as electronic files to those interested.

Question 2.  The Wildlife Park is hidden so unless screening is changed there is little impact in the immediate vicinity except to the homeowners and landowners  bordering the site.  All the problems lie in getting access safely and in competition with other road users.  The Park is on a road that is single track and is used by cyclists heading to Inverness because the main Munlochy to A9 road is fast, straight and dangerous.  Two fatalities have occurred between Munlocjy and the A9 in the last two years.  If SUBSTANTIAL development is proposed on the site, the single-track road would need to be upgraded all the way from the North Kessock turning at great expense and possibly beyond the financial resources of the owner.  A purpose built cycle path would be needed and this together with road widening would destroy the “back road” feel of the North Kessock to Munlochy minor road.  The single track road has very few passing places and blind corners which over time locals (and bus drivers taking kids to the Wildlife Park) have by necessity got to understand, but visitors to the Wildlife Park would be unaware of the hazards.  

So, because of access issues I would be against any development that was focussed into drawing large numbers of new people each day to the site.  Better to develop the site for a lower footfall of tourists who usually would not be familiar with such small roads so close to the main arterial A9 road.  

Question 3. Most beneficial at the moment is that the plans are in an early stage with clearly a lot of flexibility in the minds of the owner/development consultants.  The reality of Scotland in 2019 is that the government is trying in parallel with the rest of the UK to take the issue of climate change and renewable energy and sustainability seriously.   Foremost in any development plan that creates infrastructure for the 2050s and beyond is that lifestyle, aspirations and resources may be radically different from today.  

All very difficult to visualise, but there is a great opportunity to create a development at the Wildlife Park that can both demonstrate environmental realities and even be part of an education centre for kids to get to see the possibilities of a sustainable future.  

Question 4.  At the outset, start with the criterion that the site will have no carbon emissions – ie be carbon neutral.  Use part of the site for a bank of solar panels at ground level.  Base the site on electricity with whatever housing as “Eco” as possible run from efficient electrical heat pumps.  Install charging points for each unit and include state-of-the art fast charging points too.  With the advice of how much power could be generated over a year from panels then design the whole site with that limit to growth.  Then decide what balance of permanent “small Eco houses” and accommodation in glamping units would use that power.  Disregard the notion that a large hotel would serve the complex.  Remember there are no views from the site, just forestry on three sides.  There are better sites elsewhere to provide a hotel with real attractions to hand.  Create the space as an exemplar of “Meeting the Future” and use it like an Open-Air Museum to spread the message.  The Findhorn Foundation had similar aspirations (and daily tours at 2pm are an opportunity for tourists).

Question 5.  The Black Isle is promoting itself for “Slow Tourism” and for being close to nature.  The A9 and the North Coast 500 are still seen as a car marathon/race for which Slow Tourism has yet to make much impact.   

It would be good if there were more employers on the Black Isle able to give jobs to local people and the potential of the Wildlife Park development is to be encouraged.  The North Coast 500 has created full hotels in summer along its route, and extra capacity near Inverness may be required, but the question should be asked why stay at the Wildlife Park site with no views and probably little for most to do, rather than in Inverness where visitors enjoy the river, the islands and the range of restaurants and leisure facilities.  

Whatever is to be done with the site may I suggest that if some retail is proposed then it focuses on Scottish crafts with provenance from Scotland itself, and that it can proudly declare that what is sells is not plasticky/throw away items made overseas (in China for example) even if they promote all things Scottish.  A “craft village” in association with a “craft shop” might also work.

6.  Word of mouth – actually from Black Isle Councillors on Highland Council.

AMELIA

Thank you for engaging so readily with the local residents.  It was appreciated

If you really intend to treat wastewater on site see the wonderful example at the Findhorn Foundation

https://www.ecovillagefindhorn.com/index.php/water
